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the adult teacher. Far from seeing any difficulty in conducting
a "gallery lesson" with eighty children, he thought that situa-
tion just right. He spoke (he thought convincingly) of the
diflference it made to a clergyman whether his church were
crowded or half-empty. In fact, like many another since his
time, Stow was imperfectly aware of the difference between
preaching and teaching. Still, he was right up to a point, and
we owe to him the happy phrase quoted above.
An example What Stow called the sympathy of numbers
comes under the head of what the modern
psychologist calls the gregarious instinct. It is seen in all forms
of community life, including that of the school, though it does
not, as has been mistakenly supposed, account completely for
every form of social relation and influence. In educational
institutions the gregarious or herd instinct is always present
and, like every other instinct, needs both to be used and to be
kept within bounds. Many years ago, the present writer took
part in bringing into existence a large two-year training college
of five hundred students. With the exception of the natural
differences between men and women, the students were of
uniform type, closely resembling one another in respect of age,
early environment, and educational opportunities. Not only
were they of similar antecedents, but their general aims and
outlook were precisely similar; they all meant to become
teachers in the same kind of schools. Also, according to the
prevalent ideals of the time, they all pursued exactly the same
courses of study, and, the courses being numerous, pursued
each of them to exactly the same elementary stage. The cumu-
lative effect of all these uniformities was to produce an almost
perfect example of a psychological crowd—a number of persons
whose thoughts are aU turned, or may at any moment be
turned, in precisely the same direction. The conditions were
therefore present for exhibiting the psychological charac-
teristics ojf a crowd. On comparatively small occasions—

